
Auburn Gresham  
Neighborhood Network

 Our Neighborhood 
The Auburn Gresham Neighborhood Network launched in 2016 with United Way of Metro Chicago 
coordinating efforts between The Greater Auburn Gresham Development Corporation and 10 social 
service agencies. The Network introduced the Auburn Gresham GOLD Initiative, which provides 
professional development and literacy supports for five schools, as well as expanded health services 
and workforce development training and job placement to parents. It also leveraged its resources 
to immediately mobilize and distribute critical basic needs items to residents who were negatively 
impacted by COVID-19 and attracted the $10 million Pritzker Traubert Foundation Chicago Prize. 

Auburn Gresham dates back to the early 1800s, but boomed around the 1920s, when the  
population tripled from 20,000 to 60,000. Through the 1960s and 1970s, racism and red-lining  
led to disinvestment and caused Auburn Gresham to experience a drastic shift. By the 1990s,  
the south side neighborhood was facing increased unemployment, depopulation, and declining 
housing values among other issues. Today, Auburn Gresham is a predominantly Black community 
whose residents are working with community organizations to revitalize the neighborhood.  

LEAD AGENCY  
Greater Auburn Gresham 
Development Corporation

COMMUNITY VISION 
Planning and designing 
a health clinic, affordable 
housing, and green  
technology hub to catalyze 
opportunities for neighbors.

UNITED WAY  
INVESTMENT 
CY20  $240,000 
CY19 $220,000 
FY18 $281,245*

*FY18 investment includes a 6-month 
extension from July 1–December 31, 2018

Responding to 
Immediate  

Basic Needs  
of Auburn Gresham 
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Neighborhood  
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BUILDING STRONGER COMMUNITIES:  
A DUAL APPROACH IN AUBURN GRESHAM

 Food
  Housing  
Assistance
 PPE Supplies
  COVID-19 cash 
assistance

  Access to  
healthcare
  Affordable  
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 Creating jobs



JOIN US! Together, we can build back neighborhoods like Auburn Gresham stronger and more equitably.  
Direct your United Way gift to “Neighborhood Networks” to be a part of this critical strategy.  
Learn more at LIVEUNITEDchicago.org/neighborhood-networks

 

COALITION HIGHLIGHTS
2020 Pritzker Traubert Foundation Chicago 
Prize Winner. Awarded $10 million to 
support community-led, investment-
ready initiatives that will create a better 
economic future for residents. 

Launched COVID-19 Rapid Response 
Community Hub, providing immediate 
and direct relief via cash assistance, food 
distribution, and PPE supplies.

INVEST South/West Community—An 
unprecedented community improvement 
initiative from Mayor Lightfoot to 
marshal the resources of multiple City 
departments, community organizations, 
and corporate partners toward 10 
neighborhoods on Chicago’s South and 
West sides.

Received a $100,000 grant for a school-
based health center and satellite center at 
Cook Elementary. 

Received a $75,000 grant for Chicago 
Teacher Education Pipeline, bringing high 
quality, culturally responsive teachers to 
Auburn Gresham GOLD schools.

Launched Siemer Institute initiative to 
support consistent education for homeless 
children and support for their parents. 

  Neighborhood Network in Action 
The Auburn Gresham Neighborhood Network is using catalytic development to  
jumpstart local economic growth and create employment and entrepreneurial opportunities. 
Increased access to healthcare, a growing green economy, and affordable housing will 
strengthen the neighborhood significantly.  Developments include: 

  New Federally Qualified Health Clinic run by Chicago Family Health Center  
serving 8,000 patients annually
  Jumpstarting renewable energy industry on Chicago’s south side, bringing  
long-term, sustainable jobs for a variety of skill levels
  100 units of affordable housing
  Job training for 300 community members and comprehensive support services.

  Neighborhood Current Day Snapshot 
TOTAL POPULATION 
45,271
DEMOGRAPHICS 
Black ...............................96.2%
Latinx ................................1.8%
White ................................0.8%
Other .................................1.2%

EMPLOYMENT 
Unemployment Rate ....... 19%
Top 5 employment sectors
Retail ................................. 29%
Accommodation  
& Food Service .................. 15%
Education .......................... 10%
Healthcare ........................... 9%
Wholesale Trade .................. 7%

EDUCATION 
Chicago Public Schools ...... 9
Students enrolled ............3,429
Student transfer rate ......... 25%
Percentage of  
homeless students .............. 8%
Adults with high school 
diploma........................ 84%
Adults with college  
degree ......................... 15%

INCOME 
Median Household  
Income ....................$29,389
Rate of home  
ownership ...........................45%
Poverty rate ......................... N/A
Extreme poverty rate .......... N/A

LIVEUNITEDchicago.org/neighborhood-networks

