Cicero
Neighborhood Network

Our Neighborhood

LEAD AGENCY

In 2016, United Way of Metro Chicago partnered with the Cicero Youth Task Force to create the
Cicero Neighborhood Network—now renamed the Cicero Community Collaborative. Cicero has many
quality partner agencies and dedicated leaders who have made a long-term commitment to create a
safer community and improve the lives of their residents. Although Cicero has many advantages in
economic development and public safety, local community and education leaders look to United Way
to partner together on strategies to improve education attainment rates for its growing population.
Cicero is a suburban town located about seven miles west of downtown Chicago. Cicero took
shape in the 1850s and 60s, primarily serving as a manufacturing hub for much of its history. Once
considered a Czech town, today most of the European-style restaurants and shops on 22nd Street
have been replaced by Latinx and immigrant-owned businesses. The 1980s and 1990s saw an
increase in Mexican residents to Cicero and now 90% of the town identifies as Latinx. Today, Cicero
is experiencing a community revival as residents come together to continue building a stronger
community around shared goals.

BUILDING STRONGER COMMUNITIES:
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 eighborhood Current Day Snapshot
TOTAL POPULATION

83,147

DEMOGRAPHICS
Latinx............................... 89.2%
White................................. 6.8%
Black.................................. 3.1%

Income

EMPLOYMENT

EDUCATION

Median Household
Income.....................$47,487

Public Schools................. 18

Unemployment Rate..........6%

Rate of home
ownership............................49%

Students enrolled...........16,558

Top 5 employment sectors

Student transfer rate............ 8%

Retail.................................. 19%

Percentage of
homeless students............... 1%

Education........................... 17%

Adults with high school
diploma ........................ 62%

Manufacturing.................... 14%

Poverty rate.......................18.2%
Extreme poverty rate........... N/A

Other.................................. 0.9%

Adults with college
degree............................8%
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in Action
The Cicero Community Collaborative was formed to include the elementary and high school
districts as partners in a multi-year work plan. Research has shown that family engagement
remains critical to student achievement in the American school system. To improve student
academic success, Cicero is committed to increasing parent involvement in all grades.
T
 he Neighborhood Network recruits parents to become involved in the school system
and conducts leadership trainings to cultivate sustained community

Administration.................... 15%
Health Care......................... 10%

COALITION
HIGHLIGHTS
Launched COVID-19 Rapid Response
Community Hub, providing immediate
and direct relief via cash assistance,
food distribution, and PPE supplies.
National recipient of the 2018 Culture
of Health Prize Winner from the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation.
Thirty Community Ambassadors work
for the Early Childhood Committee and
Cicero School District 99. Ambassadors
support community outreach, parent
training, and classroom support to
increase student academic achievement
and parent involvement.
170 referrals were made to early
childhood services, with 29 enrollments
in early childhood education services.
To create a community that understands
trauma and provides appropriate care,
Cicero Community Collaborative’s Safety
Committee members conducted a sevenhour trauma training with 136 Cicero
Police Department officers and 72 high
school staff members, with excellent
feedback and post-survey results.

JOIN US! Together, we can build back neighborhoods like Cicero stronger and more equitably.
Direct your United Way gift to “Neighborhood Networks” to be a part of this critical strategy.
Learn more at LIVEUNITEDchicago.org/neighborhood-networks

