
UNITED WAY WORKS WITH COMMUNITY GROUPS TO HELP THEM DEVELOP  
COMMUNITY ASSETS AND BRING THEIR VISIONS TO LIFE.

Zip Code Determines Your Destiny— 
You Can Help Us Change That

Your zip code can predict the quality of your education; how much money 
you'll earn over the course of your lifetime and even your life expectancy—
which in the city of Chicago can vary by 15 years or more by neighborhood. 

Our ALICE—Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed—research provides 
statewide insight into the financial struggles facing many households. The 
2020 ALICE report, published before the pandemic began, showed that 30% 
or more of households in Cook, DuPage, Kane and Lake counties were not 
meeting their basic needs. This is disproportionately higher in Latinx and Black 
communities and the pandemic amplified these inequities. 

It doesn’t have to be this way.  

People across our city and region deserve equitable opportunities for success, 
and we know how to change the odds to make that possible. Long-term 
recovery efforts must continue to provide a safety net for our neighbors and 
build on the resiliency of our neighborhoods.

   We’re not trying to create pathways 
out of neighborhoods, we’re working 
to galvanize resources and invest 
in a place-based approach to close 
the economic and life expectancy 
gap because we can’t thrive as a city 
and a region if the majority of our 
residents are left behind.  

            Sean Garrett,  
President and CEO,  
United Way of Metro Chicago

   I don't think that there's anything  
that we as a community cannot 
attain if we work together.

            Carlos Nelson, CEO,  
Greater Auburn Gresham  
Development Corporation



  Why invest in 
United Way?

United Way has a finger on the pulse 
of the whole community, as well as the 
relationships and experience to help 
create real change. You can make a 
difference. Your gift ensures…
  Basic needs are met in an efficient way
  Families who need a hand up  

can get one
  Neighborhood-led coalitions continue 

to be supported with steady resources, 
best practices, and capacity-building 
that create revitalization and better 
opportunities for all our neighbors 
across the region.

At United Way, we believe in 
transforming neighborhoods from 
the inside out to help rebuild 
more equitable communities. Our 
Neighborhood Network Initiative 
is designed to support that work.

We’ve worked side-by-side with 
agency and community partners 
for more than 80 years, and in 
individual neighborhoods across 
Chicago since 2013 through the 
Neighborhood Network Initiative. 
We work alongside our partners 
to solve community priorities and 
build local infrastructure to respond 
to their neighborhoods’ most 
pressing needs—and then we help 
scale that across the region. 

When we advance equity across all 
of our communities, more children 
can access a quality education, 
our communities are safer, our 
neighbors are healthier, incomes 
increase and our economy grows. 
When we embrace all of our 
neighborhoods as the heartbeat of 
our region, all Chicagoans have the 
opportunity to thrive. 

Continue to  
support our local 
communities in  

meeting their basic 
immediate  

needs.
Rebuild  

neighborhoods  
to be stronger  

and more  
equitable.

UNITED WAY’S  
DUAL APPROACH 

STRATEGY

Healthy Lifestyle Hub in 
Auburn Gresham

 Give a Neighbor a Hand up!
You can make a difference in the lives of our neighbors across the region. 
Your gift, no matter the size, is an investment in building a stronger, more 
equitable Chicago region for all our neighbors.

A laptop for a  
student to access 

online lesson

Up to 1,800  
meals for families 
struggling to put  
food on the table 

Job readiness  
services for  

five people seeking  
employment 

12 primary care  
doctor’s visits

$10 
PER MONTH

$50 
PER MONTH

$100 
PER MONTH

$200 
PER MONTH

We believe a dual approach strategy is the key 
to the Chicago region’s long-term recovery and 

resiliency. Let’s make the region better, stronger, and 
more equitable. We invite you to learn more about what 
we’re doing and join us in building back stronger and 
more equitably.


