Brighton Park
Neighborhood Network

Our Neighborhood
Brighton Park is a neighborhood located approximately seven miles from the Loop on Chicago’s
Southwest Side. In 2010, Brighton Park was identified as a high-need community, but there were no
social service intermediaries and funding was lacking. However, the Brighton Park Neighborhood
Council (BPNC) was an active organization focused on community schools and after-school
programs. BPNC was drawn to the idea of working with other community organizations to offer
broader support to families and residents. As a result, the Brighton Park Neighborhood Network was
established in 2012. The coalition now has 40 partners that include schools, hospitals, social service
providers, city departments, elected officials, and small businesses.
The construction of the Michigan & Illinois Canal, which functioned as Chicago’s sanitary and
shipping channel, drew many early settlers to the area in 1851. The neighborhood attracted industry,
manufacturing, and a large Eastern European population. Over the past 20 years, the Polish, Irish,
Lithuanian, and German residents who once defined the neighborhood left the area, and a Latinx
population, many of whom are recent immigrants, moved in. Some factories have remained, while
others have been replaced with new housing and strip malls. The neighborhood faces the usual urban
challenges of crime, high unemployment, and insufficient education facilities.
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TOTAL POPULATION

45,053

DEMOGRAPHICS
Latinx...............................79.9%
Asian...............................10.6%
White.................................7.4%
Black..................................1.4%
Other..................................0.8%

INCOME

EMPLOYMENT

EDUCATION

Median Household
Income.....................$45,782

Total Schools................... 13

Unemployment Rate..... 10.7%

Rate of
Home Ownership..............47.1%

Students Enrolled.............9,238

Top 5 Employment Sectors

Student Transfer Rate....... 4.0%

Manufacturing................. 25.8%

Percentage of
Homeless Students........... 0.4%

Administration................. 15.3%

Adults with High School
Diploma..................... 66.0%

Other Service................... 10.6%

Poverty Rate.....................22.6%
Extreme Poverty Rate......... 9.4%

Adults with College
Degree....................... 15.8%

Neighborhood Network in Action
After adopting a charter and creating an infrastructure to support the work of the coalition,
the Brighton Park Network has seen parents and residents taking an active role in their
neighborhood by convening large groups of people to address neighborhood issues.
The Network is focused on making their community safe for all residents by providing
comprehensive wrap-around social services and community-led initiatives.
P
 arent Mentor program was established, and Chicago Public Schools’ standardized
testing shows that classrooms with a parent mentor demonstrate a +3 point
differential in test results and improved academic achievements.

Retail............................... 14.4%
Accommodation
& Food Service.................. 9.7%

COALITION
HIGHLIGHTS
Provided critical basic needs supports
during the COVID-19 pandemic,
including emergency financial,
mortgage, and rental assistance
for 700+ families.
Partnered with Greater Chicago Food
Depository to provide pop-up food
pantries during the pandemic.
Provided free internet access to CPS
students through Chicago Connected.
Brighton Park schools have become
sanctuary schools for families
concerned about deportation; the
school has hosted 65 immigration
workshops engaging nearly 3,000
community members.
Esperanza Health Centers, a top-ranked
Federally Qualified Health Center
serving low-income and uninsured
residents of Brighton Park, weaves
together wellness, medical care, social
services, and recreation.
Gads Hill opened a new state-of-the-art
Brighton Park Early Learning Center.

JOIN US!

Together, we can build neighborhoods like Brighton Park stronger and more equitably.
Direct your United Way gift to “Neighborhood Networks” to be a part of this critical strategy.
Learn more at LIVEUNITEDchicago.org/neighborhood-networks

